[REFLECTIONS 


PAMPHLET 


E NTITULED, 


Tealeration not to be abuſed. 
IN A 
LETTER wa FRIEND, 


Wherein it is proved, 


Thar it is the Duty. of Presbyterians to make uſe of 


the Liberty granted them by His MAJESTIES moſt 
Gracious Declaration of the 15. March, 167: 


AND THAT 


It 15 no- Sinful Separation, nor contrary to Prechyterian 


Principles (whatever is in that Pamphlec ſuggeſted -to the 
contrary) for. thoſe who are called Frebjewions to Preach 


_—_ 


ſemblies, under preſent Circumſtances. 


Phil. 3..15- Let us therefore as many as be Tofaa be Tres minded, 
and if in any thing you be otherwiſe mindid , God ſhall reveal 
this unto you- 

Ezra 7.27. Bleſſed be the Lord God- of our Fathers, which bath 
put ſuch a thing as this into the Kings heart, &c. 

Col. 4+ 17. Say #9 Archippus : Take beed to thy Miniftry, _ 
thou beſt received in the Lord, that #how fulfil it. © 


LA 


Printed in the Year, 1672. 
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Short Refleflions upon a Pampblet Entituled, 
- Toleration not to be abuſed. /x a Letter: 
to.a Friend. RL WE born : 


. 
. 


'y 


* Feb. 13,1933 (AF>.) 


Have received' your Letter,, and weighed.the, 
wn Contents of it. If it were rollible for-you: 
to lay an ingrateful Command upon'me, - I 
\ will aſſure you, you have now done. it. I. 
A am grown ihto an exceeding; averſene(s to 
| ENIFIED 2! 'Erifticz] Writings. Thave lived to (ce 
> uch childiſh Paffi>ns diſcovered-in,and ſach Advantages taken 
' v of them, thatin earneft I am become a perfe& hater of them 

| 4% and think that of the writing of thoſe Books there is noend : Have 

' . You not lived to ſee (Sir) (when a man of worth hath defi- 

m led his Pen' with them) an impertinent man of the:Times ftep 

_ out, and tell him he is a Rogueand a Traytor > and there hath 
>»4 7 beenhis Anſwer. When ' one hath argued too ſtridly.to be 
| © atiſwered, another appears, repeats. his Arguments, by the halves, 
and by ſuch little Arts'throws up his Heels, and having a com- 
pany of Dunces by, to hurnme him,” commenceth Conqueror, 
when he hath not ſpoken'one word th the; parpoſe « .. Or elſe 


s 


A 2 2 


7" Gregor, 


Jt nn PP IRR y erg 


(2) 
a Dialoguift appears, and in. one part of his Dialogue dreſſech” 
up his' Adverſary: in a Polls Coat 3 'andin the;other comesour” 
himſelf, 'in a' long Gar 
the next Tavern, Hwnc decidendumwobs prebes ;\ and * they. are. 
ready tocry Vittoria, arid it may he*tis got, over'the man-of 
Clouts that-the Gruve: Sir had ſet ap for himſclt/to make ſport, 
with. "Theſe things, Sir, are ſuchr immoral Vanities in them 
that do them,'.and uch'Vyxtone of Spirit to ingenuous Souls, 
conctrn'd.intheuj; as Lhave.no:mind'to [contrp myelin, 
but had long fince reſolve® with Lather, ” ff 7 4.9 
Mittere mundum vadere ficut vult, nam vnlt vadere ficut vulte 
And Iwill aſſure you nothing but your commands: could have: 
diſcaſed me, who had long ance ſaid to theſe Men of War, _ 


©" Prateon / you eager Sophiſtevs, *Prate on ! \. 


And: m earneſt 1\thiok the beſt-way tp bring ſober Perſons to. 


- 


a1unton , is Szlexce (as to things 1n many and Converſe 3 
the latter of which will ſooner bring them fo'undetftandrone 
— than theſe endleſs Probatums quod fic, and quod Hon, 
will do. 

This Sir (by the way) makes me adore the Wiſdom of 
His moſt Excellent Majefty, who (in my Conſcience) by His 
Gracious Dectaration''of March 15; hath» done more to unite 
Nis Subje&s, notonly in tieir common AﬀeRions to His Ma- 
F#ſty and Government , and Endeavours for the Good of their 
Countrey; but alſo in Dorine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, than all 
the canting Political Diſcourſes, Dialogues, Narratives, Or Ar-- 
gumentative Treatiſes of the Church-mey, enther- have; or ever 
were like to do; and much more-than. thoſe Forcible wayes 
which His Majeſty mentions in His Declaration (upon the cx- 


perience of twelve years) to have proved ineffedtzal. Surely. 


there is an odd kind of Rational Soul in them , that think o- 


thers poſſeſſed of ſuch Souls, are to be.cudgelled to a compli» . 


ance with their humours. - But Sir, there is a-kind of Anima. 
m11ndi, an Ocean of Common Reaſon, in which all the Riva-. 
tetr of Reaſon which water Individual Souls, would long e're 


this have united, if fome Pregmatical Spirits, who have. 
fo much of a Pope, as to judge themſelves Infallible', and. 


therefore that all 'the world is bound to dance after the Pipes: 


they 


and: Tipper, »ſinging - to. bis Friertds it 


4 
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(3) | 
they tune, had not ſtopt them by fic volo, fic jubeo, tat pro Ra- 
trone Voluntas > which indeed are but ſo many' Damms, made 
up of Prideand Ignorance, to hinder fuch an happy ConjunGi- 
on.'. So unluckily have ſome, that would pretend to be Ma» 
fier-Builders in the- Church of God, for ſome Hundreds of 
years deſtroyed what they have pretended to build, and with 
bloody hands rent that ſeamleſs Coat-which they have pre- 


| tended to ftitch up with Canons,” Conftitutions,, Decrees and' Pe- 


Hal. Ordinances, to make all of: their mind;; under ſach-Penal- 
ties as ſeemed good to them to inflict. - In the mean time, Sir, 
it may be worth their ſerious reflections, to conſider againſt 
whom the Cries arc under the Altar, which from their Fires; 
Gaoles, Exiles, have been ſent thither, by. thoſe who either 
think they have power to work Miracles ( making men to he- 
lieve what they: pleaſe) erclſe a power to: burn, "Row barkſh, 


Lifle them in Priſons, becauſe they will 'neither fubſcribexo 


what they would have them, nor dare conceal the Truth of God : 
in unrighteouſneſs, but {peak and at according-.to their: own 
Faith, by which every juſt man mult live. ws abt} 
O- my Soul { enter not thou into their Secrets; unto their Af» 
ſemblies O' my Honour be not thou nized ! 5 init 320 

p. | : ITO, SK. 

But yet (Sr). had we to do with the Sons of the Church of © 
Rome, it were much more pleadable on-their fide, Before they 
impoſed upon any to- Bclzeve 4s. the Chureb believed (whatever 


-he faw with hisown eyes) they had the wit, to' contract their 
-Chureh to a Holy Father,: and to.arrogate Tafallibolity for him, 


which Hypotheſes had they been true,would have jultificd their - 


praQices upon them: For certainly there's:all the reafon in the 


world that confeſſed]y fallible ſoules ſhould bow down to him 
whom themſclves judge Infailible, and Chrift's Vicar-General | 


\too upon.thecarth; and. jt they will not, there :may appear 
ſome tolerable xcaſon to enforce. it; , But: that inthe Tetits'of 


Proteſtants, ;who have come-fxom the Church: of Rowe, ' over | 


Bridge called Fudicium Pradiice . Diſcretionis,. the: Judgmeni - 


of Diſcerning ; proclaiming to:every Soul. its Right from-. 


. Gods Word, to judge of Notions of : Truth as to its:own -pra- 


Rice, there ſhould any of. theſe Fpprizs be found, . is. doubtiebs 
W741 the 


(4) 


the juſt amazcment of the, reaſonable world, what that man 
differs from a Papi (and that in the very fundamental points 
of Popery) who would oblige another to believe as the Charch 


believeth, in the things of God (whether heſccs ground in 


Gods Word tor the Notion yca. or no) and would have him 
' burnt, hang'd, baniſh'd, impriſo md, ruin'd, becauſe he will 
not do what is impothble for him to do (for who can believe 
what himſelf liftech? ) I no more undurſtand; than I nnder+ 
ſtand what Conſcience he hath, or what Charity for his Bro- 
thers Sox or Body, who pretendsnot to impoſe upon his Faith, 
but yet will avow a force upon his Practice 3 and allowing him 
to believe what he will, wonld yet have him under the fevereſt 
penalties obliged to do quite contrary to what he judgeth it 
lawfulfor him to do. 

; For certainly he who takes away the Fudgment of Diſcern- 
ug, doth not only deveſt a Rational Soul of one of 1ts greateſt 
Priviledges indulged by God 3 but pretending to be come from 
Rome, cuts off the Bridge, over which both himſelf and: all 
Proteſt ants have paſſed. . And whoſo allows this Jadgmentun- 
to-his Brother, but'reſtrains ſuch at Prattice 'upon 1t,' as nei- 
ther diſturbes the Civil Peace, nor iſſues in Blaſpheming the holy 
Name of God (which the very Light of Nature ſhews the Su- 
-periour he ought-not to endure) nor yet in Idolatry (againſi 
which the Word of God hath fo evidently put the Sword into 
the Magiſtrates hand) doth'but mock with His Brother, or al- 
low him his: Conſcience only for a torment; which being let 
looſe fromtheſlavery-of a blind Obedience, muſt continually 
bait at him to ſpeak and do what theſe charicable men would 
have him burned, banged, baniſhed, impriſoned, ruined for do- 
ings 

Which things. conſidered (dear and honoured Sir} I leave 
it to you to determine, what reaſon, all/perſons, not entoxicated 
with that Strumpets cap, which: dwells upors theſtven hills, 
nor ſtill deynk, with their paſſions of Malice and Revenges nor 
znterefted irr the profit which arifeth from the Mayacle- Smiths 


trade, have to bleſs God, who hath [ns ſuch a thing into the 
rec 


Kings heart; to let theſs Priſoners go tree, whom nothing but 
mens paſlions and praticetyonfiſtent with the law of _— 
' aVc 


(5) 


have made or kept, ſo direaly contrary. to the very fundemen- 
tal Law of that Religion for which they would mike men be- 
lieve they are the only Zealors in the World. nk 

* Nor certainly can any be furprized with His Majeffzes moſt 
Gracious Declaration, who either will conſider him as Higher 


y- += 


. greateſt Intereft. Oc finaHy;>who refi:&5 upon the whole Series . 


of His Majeſties Declarations 'from that- of Bredah, to this of 
Mar. 15. "  SASESIOL OY 62 
© But, Sir, That the eye of any of Hi Majeſties Subjets ſhould ' 
be 'evil, becauſe their Mafters 3r good'*\. This is a matter of juſt 
Amazement and Lam:ntation alſo. Bleſſed God! When will 
the tafts of implacable men be fatisfied upon-Brethren wor- 
ſhipping the ſame God;. and' owning the ſame Religion with ' 
thermſelyes. | FOR 
Is it not enough unto them, that now for 2ex years ſome 
thouſands of Miniſters (more. tnan any reformed Charch in the 
World pollibly hach at work) very many of which alfo, as for 
their Piety, Miniſterial abilities and pains,” they" have _— 


—_ ; £0) 
enoygh recommendatory of them, in the places where they 
were fixed, ſo in matters of Learning ſtand. at no further di- 
Rance from the greateſt of their Adverſaries, than what their 
own. good (and:ſingular_) conceit of themſelves hath-made, have 
been enforced either to pine to death in Gaols, or to run the ha- 
zZard of their Lives, in airs not ſuting-their conſtitutions,” or at. 
beſt, to live upon tbe barket of their Friends, not ouly to their 

-Oipn, but their Families rwiye, 'the loſs of their eminent Labours 
to the Church of God, and zbe hazard of many thoaſand fouls, 
periſhing for want of Viſion ? | 

Is it not enough that many more. thouſands eminently pions 
& religious Chriſtians, and thoſe Engliſhmen too, have either, 
by force been trayſported into other Lands, . or forced to a volnn- | 
tary Exile, or kept in zaſty Geols,. while they have. been there, 
deſtroyed by the Plague, or the unwholeſomyeſs of the air in thoſe. 
holes, hath infedied their body with Dilcaſes, which cither there 
or-ymmediately upon their delivery have determined their lives, 
or have been ſpoyled of their Goods, ruinedin their Trades, not. 
only to, the utter augeing of themſelves and Eqmabel but ts | 
Chardly repairable) Prejudice of, 2be Kingdym., ad many poor , 
Familtes dependiog upon their labours..., I... 

Tay (Sir) when will the lafts. of men. be ſatisfied, . if all 
on lufferings for. Conſcience fake .be not yet. enough for 
enern 5 : | mes . : 

. But it would; yet. be more ſtrange if the Pamphiee ( upon... 
which you defixe:my Reflefions,) could. either fright; or cajole;, 
any who have been ſharers in theſe ſufferings with 6thers, and 
have been as yglily and falſely repxefented to the world hither- 
co, into ſucha degree of ſallenneſs, as when their. Pulpit doors: 
are open they ſhould not Preachz nox when their Priſon doors. 
are open, go-out;- Yet ut 1,miſtake not, this, is the Authors. 
defizn, in which he ſeems to be 3ucredibly] ſerzoug,, and! ſo confie: 
dent of the Hypotheſes, upon waich he buildech, chat,in the. 
cloſe he-adventureth to.furmon ther, (whom. he prophecieth 

_ not-like to be his Auditors) #9 axſwer him another day; what, 
day he means, he. neither tells us,nor are we ſollicitous to, know, 


; 


not doubting! but we ſhall. be able to ogy : the felfilling-of our 
Mimniftry, to him who hath commanded us to go " and 
aptize, 


7-2 : 
Baptige, and untomemthe doing of that for which, we have , 
Royal: Licenſe.  : | VE EE ONLs 
The Autor troubles bimislf in. thinking what zhe Prerbyre-" 
rians: will do upon tis Majejties Declaration, Whether they With 
Joyn with the Independents, or ſet up for, themſelves, as he calls 
It, TFhe firtihe telts then, were to give up themſelves to an ad- 
verſary may: chouſe them, but will never be reconciled, nor inthe 
leaft meaſure yield. One thing is, they need not fear @ worſe 
choxfing than they have had from others tor ten years together, 
nor a lebs yielding than they could obtain from the Biſhops upon 
His Majeſties Commiſſion for the Review of the Liturgy. It they 
had no other Ele&jon.than cither to wnite with the Independents, 
or with the Conformable Party, the difficulty would beas 
foon overcome as: they could anſwer - themſclyes theſe plain 
Qzeltions. | 


I. Whetherit be more adviſable to joyn with thoſe, with 
whom they agree 14 matters of Doftrine, and all as and modes. 
of Worfhip, though in ſome matters of Diſcipline they cannot agree, 
or with them ip with none of which they. agree in Moder of 
Worſhip and Diſciplize , and with the. moſt of which they can 
by no amcans agree in' Dofirixe: For they have. told us'in 
Print, That origiual Depravation, #s rather our wisfortane than 
cur ſms That we have nothing but our own righteouſneſs to truſt 
#0 for ſalvation; That aſſvon may a fick man lookto recover by ax- 
ethers *bealpb; as one unrighteous can expeft to be made righteous 
by 'atothers : Righteouſneſs: They tell us, that all Tufants bap- 
tized are Fnitified, Regenerated, 8c, Very many. of. them with 
ſome cagerneſs; deny the divine Elefion of Grace , Aﬀſcrt a Free- 
will in man-to that which is ſpiritually good, and a reſytibility 
of Grazez and deny Perſeverance. To: ſy. nothing of many 
more" Daihvizes in'which the Presbyterians ar? very fax from as 
precing with them: Or if the ballance were more eyenz 


” 2, Whether it were more adviſable to try the Mercies f 
ethers, or of them, the cruelty of whoſe: Mercies they have fo 
lately experienced, and that to deeply too, as they are like to 
carry- many of the prints of AG News co their graves, to help 
TED, ; nem 


(9) 


them to anſwer this Appellant in his other Day (if by it he' 
meaneth chat of -che great Acconnts) , eſpecially , conſidering: 


That none of theſe mens Mercies are #0 be expedtd, without do- 


ing what they have rather choſen tex years ſufferings; than they 


would do. Have they ſuffered all theſe thmgs m vain ?. 


. But the Presbyterians are not put to theſe ſtraits, they have: 
anothing to do, which the Author need not have called a. 


Setting 1p, but an a&ing by themlclyes, 


- For the moſt of them; 'God before theſe times had truſted. 
nem with the overſight of ſeveral parts of his Flock; they: 


then. had aliberty to feed' them in Parochial Temples, which: 
places (bcing under the' juriſdiction of the Magittrate)) they 


 trenow ſhut out from, but none could ever diſcharge them: 


from their relztion to their Flocks, whom-they would willing- 
ly yet feed in the ſame places as formerly, (bcing moſt 'conve- 
nent for them) but this nat being allowed, I do believe they 
will (withall thankfulncſs to His Majeſty ) fulfill their Miniftry 
fo their people in ſuch places as His Majeſty will pleaſe to-al- 
low. If any.of their former Pariſhioners have fallen off from 
them, and will go to: their Parochiat' places, this is not in 
their power to help, nor ſhall they envy thoſe to whom they 
Joyn themſelves 3 but will, I believe, give them letters Dimit- 
fory, if they ask them. | Ln 
- This is, Sir, enough, I think, to ſay to his fix firſt Pages, 
which is but'a Pref.tory diſcourſe, and much of it, Itbink, not 
very pertinent, for ſurely, none will uſe this liberty, but he 
who thinks himfelf under higher Obligations than meer Gra=! 
titude to His Majefy (6 as all that diſcourſe ſignifies nothing 
further than to hint, That this is #o A& of Parliament, but a 
Declaration. 2: That His Majeſty doth'only tolerate it, pro tem> 
pore, as things yow ftand. = © 

" The Author need not have told us, That His Mijeſty doth 
not command it, and that his Indulgence doth -not make the 
thing lawful : He knows theſe are things not in diſpute be- 


tween us. - But if the uſe of this liberty, appears not a thivg 


ſinful, I hope he will allow us, to uſe and be thankful for the 
liberty we' have by His Majefties Declaration, founded upon 
the liberty given by ſo many As of Parliament, to His Mayo: 

Ys 
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fly, are matters Ecclefiaftical, patticularly in the laſt 4@ of 


Parliament, againft Conventicles. And in one of the firſt Ads 
upon the is, 1. Eliz. annexing to the Crown. all 


- powers and priviledges formerly thought to belong to the Bype. 
"Upon this Tſe therefore we mult join, Whether to uſe this li- 


berty be, ſinful, yea or no ; and this at laſt the Author comes to 
P- 7- ſe. 1, Prop. 1. Whither 1 now follow him. 


-” 


. (10) 


EE A EA A ROSA] 
-- = 
Containing an Anſwer to what the Author 
hath ſaid to prove that, For the Presbyteri- 
ans to gather themſelves into diſtin&t and 


ſeparate Congregations, 1s unlawful inthe 
Judgment of the Presbyterians themſelves, 


FJ Am, Sir, here at loſs to underſtand what the Author 

would athrm; whether, 1. That it is in it ſelf unlawful. 
-Or, 2, only, -That it is »nlawful in the Fudgment of ſome Preſ- 
byterians themſelves. The latter is all thar he faith ; and 
need not tell him, that ſo a thing may be , which yet may 
not be unlawful in 1t ſelf, but the duty of others to do , who 
otherwiſe may judge. But becauſe I would ſuppoſe him 
ſpeaking to his own purpoſe, and conlidering other parts of his 
DiſcourſeT ſhall take it tor granted that he intends, That the 
thing is in it ſelf unlawful. 

Let us therefore enquire what this ſame unlawful thing is. 

To gather themſelves (he faith) into diſtin, Separate Con- 
gre ations. It may be we ſhall fay fo too, it we once agree in 
7 Non of thele terms. +. 

Togather together in Congregations 15 not {inful, for it is the 
Command ot God we ſhould do ſo. Nor 1s it finful they 
ſhould be diſtin ; for certainly it is impothble all ſhould meet 
in oneplace: So as all the finfulne(s muii Jie in the Term Se- 
paratez which here muli fignitie ſomething more than diſtin, 
and concerning that we mult enquire. 


If 


C.1E,) 
If a Congregation, be ſaid to he ſeparate from another (o- 


4 - 


ther than as'to tiic place of their Meeting) Jt mnt be under - 
ſtood, Either, 1. Uuduly rent from them with whom-they for- 
merly were, and till ought 20 be unite: or ot-a Separation in 
Aﬀettion, or Fudgment, or Pradtice in veligious Puri-s.” The: 
Preibyterians-in England, and the Conptcgitions dep:nding 
upon them, diſclzim any Separation'in Aﬀetion trom their Bre-. 
thren otherwiſe mitded, ' they have Tearned'of their Maſter to 
lyve their Enemies, to do good to them that hate them, to bleſs 
them who bave curſed them and topray for them-who have deſpight- - 
fully wſed them; much. more fuch of 'their Brethren, who 
have been gyilty. of no ſuch” things: 'For *Fudgment, it it be 
undetRood 34 matters of 'Faith, fome of their 'Brethren have 
indeed wotully ſeparated to the poſterity of Arminius, whole 
Docrines were-condemned by King Fames, the ſupream. Head 
of the Chureh of England 3 by the Parliaments (the principal 
Members ſurely of that 'Church) and by the only Proteſftane; 
Plegentile,Synod which ever was. The Presbyterians ſtick to - 
the Church" of England in the matters of Faith declared in the 
359 Articles : It they, mean Doctrines of: more minute nnpor- 
cance, 'we do believe our Brethren 'have more Separatiſts a- 
mongſt themſclves than they are aware of ; nor was it ever - 
known that Congregations were denominated Separate for their- - 
diverſity of Sentiments in ſome things of Religion. | 
*It they mean it a5 to Pradiice 1n Religious Duties,” the Pres- - 
Lyterians own the-ſame Ads of Worſhip : Andif-all Congrega- 
tions be to be called Separate Congregations, "that differ in modes - 
of Worſhip > the world hath ever been fo full of ſeparate Con-. 
gregations, that we are apt to think there 1s'no-guilt in it : 
However it muſt be proved, That rhey ought to be united to their 
Brethren in thoſe modes of Worſhip, or this ſeparation will-prove 
no guilt, Beiore therctore ye come to joyn Ifſue with our 
Brethren, itwill-not be amiſs to tell them of what Perſons the 
Presbyterian Congregations are madeup. 'Which is, a 


'” 1. Patfly of *Jrech Berſrns Thl/zbiting withina Parochial Pres 
ein as they formerly (being Mwmnitters in that Precin&) had 
under their Charge, and who there walked with them in the 
Fcllow fhip of the Goſpel, — -- +2, Partly 


/ 


-2, Partly of ſuch others (as being at that time Members 
of ſome other Pariſhes not too far diltant from them) either 
baving no Miniſter, or with #be conſent of ſuch Miniſter teſtified 
to them, were long ſince received into communion with them 3 
or who ſince that ume, having no Minifter whom they choſe or ever. 
ſubmitted to, have joyned wichſuch Congregations, © 

All which, with their Miniſters, would gladly meet, asfor- 
merly , in Parochial Churches, bu having not that liberty, ra- 
ther than not enjoy their Paſtors, and the Worſhip and Ordi- 
nances of God, as formerly, adhere to their former Miniſters, 
and chuſe to meet ia ſuch places as their Soveraign licenſeth 
them unto. . Now the queſtion is, }/bether theſe 3n any propri- 
ety of ſpeech can be called Separate Congregations. 


If Iunderſtand, Sir,any«thing of ſenſe, he that goeth abouc 
to prove anything of this nature, muſt prove, 


I. That a Miniſters forced Separation from his Pariſh diſſolveth 
all bs Church-relation ts that People. Otherwile the Precbyte- 
rizys do not ſeparate from their former Congregations, but 
thoſe of that Precia&t which:do not follow them, ſeparate 
from them. 


...2, That ſuppoſing the Miniſter- of. 4 Parochial Precin& will 
leave bis People, for a better Living, or dicth, yet his People re- 
main a formed Church, and mutt neceſſarily agree together in 
their choice of,, or ſubmiſſion to another, or elſe -they are guilty 
of a ſinful S:paration. Otherwiſe ſuch perſons as having no 
Miniſter, have joyned themſclyesto Presbyterian Congregations, 
do.not f{cparatc. . . BO SR 


3- Thatthe Mixifter of the Congregation may not conſent to any 


of his Pariſhioners to Joy with another Congregation > tor if they | 


may, ſuch as have fo joyned,do not finfully but lawfully ſepa- 
rate,, keeping Charity yet,-for the Congregation which they 


4 


have lctt. 


4+ That ſuppoſing Chriſtians in former times to have ar 
UN, 


0% Afi bes 


— 

{|n, or ſubmitted to a Miniſter, heat that time appearing no 
otherwiſe to them, than as oxe that fuitbfully preached the truths 
of God, and lived an holy life, and adminiſired the Ordinances of 
God, according to the rule of bis Word, nor putting any terms up< 
on their Communion, but what yet in eanſcience thought they ought 
20 ſubmit to and afterwards this Miniſter, comes. to preach 
DoGctrines directly contrary to what theſe Chriftians believe to 
be true : Suppoſe Faſtification .by works , with a decition of 
Chrilis Righteouſneſs imputed for Fuſtification, Purt:y from Ori» 
ginal Sin, Faith.in the propoſition of the Word (which 'the De- 
vils have) the alone Faith neceſſary to Salvation,, Free-will to ſpi- 
ritual good Works, &c. Suppoſe this man. be turned abeaſt a bis 
Life aud Converſation, bitterly inveighs againſt Picty, and re- 
fuſeth the adminiſtration of Ordinances ts theſe Chrijtians, but 
upon ſuch terms, as they cannot, without fin, communicate. 
with them 3 yet theſe poor. fouls: mult not withdraw from 
Communion with him, without the guilt of a fintul ſepara- 
tion, but.are- bound to ſuch-.a. Miniſter all- their- life-time, 
though all that time they muſt live without the greateſt Ordi- 
nancesof the Goſpel, . SR 

._ When'ithe Author, S;r, hath proved theſe things, he will 


: have ſaid ſomething to prove. the-Presbycerian Congregations 
 ſeparate:Congregations, but not, before.; For Saint Payl himſelf 


(though he might ſtyl have preached in-the Synagogues) yet 
when he ſaw divers were hardned; and believed not,.. but ſpake evit - 


_ of that way before the multitude.departed from them, _ 


and ſeparated the: Diſciples, diſputing daily, inthe As 19. g. 


- School of one Tyrannus, yet gathered m9 fintully!... - 
ſeparate Congregation. 'But ſaith our Author. --- 
-p.8 


. Do not you allow our Pargehial: Churches to be true + 

Churches ? and will you not account-that ſuch- Congre- 

gations as ſhall be gathered to your allowed- places,, to 
' be. xrue- Churches alſo ?; aud whence can you 3bink: to 

gather ſuch Churches; but out of ,our.Parochial Cangre- 

gations ?, and. is not tbis i ta 'gatber Churches out of 

Churches 2. 5: ot 4 7 7 | 

This mult not be lightly paſſed-over, it being indeed all our - 
Author faith worth any Refletions upon, I: take it for grant- 
cd, 
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ed, That by Parbial Charcher, he/nderſtands the People | 


dwcliing in Parochial-Preciass. Fhen I fay, 


-. T: & would ghdtly know bow be cylls:frech of theſe Congrep 

$5ons by the term" of Oxy 3, Falwayes 2 Fae los 
gave none a righe to any Church of Chrift , but -only to the 
. Glebe and Tythes belonging to fuch a Precin&, and that to 
make the preſented Clark a Paſtor to the People within that Pre- 
cin&, there: was necetlary, if nota previous Eleftion, yet '# fat- 
"ture ſubmiſſion 10, "and owningof the perſon under the notion of 


their Paſtor;nor did Fever. yet meet withPrerbyrerian of another * 


mind ; now how hecalls thoſe Owy; which never elefted, owned, 
or ſubmitted to him, or fuch Minifters, Fam nor able to di- 
vine; It there be any gathering of Churches out of Churches ia 
the'caſe, it is not they do it who [tick to their old Peopke, but 
thoſe who have centred into theirplaces, * * (i200 


i J 


' 2. In thenext place, I kysw' ns whether this Author would 
impoſe upon us, our allowance of all Parochial Societies (as fuch ) 
to be true Churches, or only of ſome of them, and that not as Pa- 
rochial Societies, but upon{lome orhex acconnt. Tet +5 more 
than Lknow, Af any valuable Prerbyrerian ever yet was fo Hbersl 

of his concelſions"& to grant,” that 'all Paricbial Societies, | oy 
anyone of them,” as fuch, are true Churches. Ih 
You know;'Sir,* my humour'is'tobe free 'and-open 3/ 'Þ will 
therefore ingenuorffly tell you, both what my ſelf conceive, and 
what I have from others met{ with'iinrhe caſe. + 55 


By Church'we'utiderfiand' (in the general Notion'"of it): a 


People by the preaching of: the Gofptl calPd int of .thePagan world 
to art outward owning of , aud fubjection th the ' Lord Feſus Chriſt 
'#1 all the Ordinamzes of the Goſpel. Now this people art conſidered 
eicher as ſcattered over the whole world, which is called the 


' Church Catholick Viſibke, or: as inhabiting within this or that 


particular Nation; which i5'a National Charch 3 or. within any 
Isffer Precinct, *-In this Nvtloniwe catinot deny that every Pa- 
riſh, yea every Family of Chriſtians is a trze Church, that is, 
atrue part of tbe Catholick Church. But ſurely, out of ſuch a 
true Church, iz i# lawful togather 8 Church, yea this Church 


mult. 
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muſt be divided to-receiye yet a more perfet_nation, and: all 
particular Churches in the world are gathered out of the 
Church Catholich. 

And there is a neceflity of this ; for take-the Church as Cu- 
thalick, it is not (according to Proteſtant Principles) capable 
of Officers, to execute Aesof Diſcipline z nor indeed as it Is 
N-itieual (in this {eaſe of. its Nationality.) There'is indeed 
another Notion of its Nationality, to which polhbly Officers 
Day agree, 


But when we ſay it is not lawful to gather Churches ont of - 
trxe Churches, we conſider the Church in two other Notions 
far more perfect than this. 1. As Minifterial. 2. As Orga- 


aical. . | 


2. As Miniſterial, by which we underſtand A competent 
Number of Chriſtians, whether dwelliag within the bounds of a 
Pariſh (which is but a civil conſtitution) or no, who have. either 
firſt choſen, or after ſubmitted to A. B, as their Paſtor, to: feed 
them with the Word and Sacraments. £ | 

Now this company of People with their Minifter, may be con- 
ſidered either as. going on to perfeion and further reformation, or 
thinking themſelves perfe& (as to order) either as living in the 
#ſe of all the Ordinances of God regularly adminiſftred, or as 
living without ſome Ordinances, or havibg them ſo #undulyiad- 
miniſtred, as may offer juſt cauſe of doubting to fome Chrititans 
whether they may communicate with them, yea or no. Their 
Miniſter may either be able and faithful, or ignorant, unfaithful 
and ſottiſh. We do believe,that from ſucha Church as this, fur- 
niſhed with a duly ſent, able, painful Miniſter, regularly ad- 
miniliring the Ordinances of Chriti, ſo. as people may com- 
municate with them without .fin, and preſſing! forward to 
that perfection in order which in all things they have not: at- 
tained, Chriſtians as before united to them, may not ſeparate 
without fin. . And: this is that indeed which ſome years 
fince ſome Presbyterians refleted upon our Brethren of the 
Congregetional per ſwafion for'3. and theſe were thoſe Parochial 


Churches which they contended for as true' Churches, : | © 
C 2, There 
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2, There is yet amore perfect Notion of a Particular Church, 


conſidered as perfeJly Organized, and furniſhed with all its 
- Officers, and walking in all points of Goſpel- Order: Such par* 
eicnlar Churches were in many Parochial Societies in England 3 
and there is no doubt but ſuch Parochial Churches were true 
Churches, from' which Separation was fintul, How far further 
any Presbyterians avowed Parochial Churches true. Churches, 
or upon what grounds, I am yet to learn. For to think a com- 
pany of Pcople, living within the bounds of a Parith, are 
therefore a Church, becauſe they mike 2a Parochial Society, 1s 
too ridiculous for any man of worth ever to aſſert. Mr.Crofton, 
who hath carried this bufinefs as high as any, tells us down- 
® - - . right, That Parichiality #s but a convenient Cir- 
_ — cumſtance, a ſeparable Adjunf, which may be, 
nion, p. 264. and not be, and the Church ſtill the ſame. The 
Church was before Pariſhes were known in the 
world, & c. And again, p. 265» Theſe are otly Circumſtances of 
Order. The Reaſon therefore why our Brethren have afferted 
fome Parochial Societies true Churches, -is, becauſe there were 
. in ſomeof them a People viſibly profelſing a Subjeftion ro the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who had a godly able Mmitlter either at firſt 
EleGed by them, or to whom chey had after freely ſubmitted to 
walk with him according to the Ruizs of Order preſcribed in 
the Goſpel, in the Fellowſhip of all' Gods Ordinances ; and 
of this Conceſſion, Sir, what this Author can make, F'do noe 
underftand. bd 


But I muſt not omit what he taketh notice of p. 9. Where 
he faith, © That @ few of the Higher Form of Presbyterians, 
« of late being ſomewhat inclined in the Point to Independency, 
<< would maintain, that becauſe the Conditions of our Communi- 
<< on require ſome things which they think, unlawf#l, vr inconve- 
< ent, they do lawfully abſent themſelves from our pmblick Wor- 
< ſhip; though I muſt needs norethat I cannot diſcern how they are 
© able to ſerve themſelves of thas Plea, as to the things wherein 
< they acknowledge they can communicate with ws, eſpecially now 
« fince Libersy is permitted them to reſervetbemſelves in' ſnch other 
© things 4s they ſernple ate © | LT Ra,,) 
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*x.- I cannot but obſerve how odiouſly and diminutively oue 
Author propounds this moſt important Conſideration. 1.5ome” 
2, Thoſe of the Higher Forms 3+ Theſe in that Point inclined to 
Independency. * 4. Would maintain. 5- Which they thigh, 
unlawful. 6. Or inconvenieut» 7. They ſcruple at. 


. They judge the Terms of their Communion not inconvenient 
only, but abfolutely znlawful, they do not ſcrmple, but have a 
moral certainty of it, and axe ready to argue it. No# ſome, but 
all of them that I know of, do bclieve, they cannot have eom- 
munion with any Church, which hath made ſuch terms of ber 
Communion, as Chriſtians cannot ſubmit to (to the beſt of their 
Judgments) withozt ſinning againft God. 


2, Nor is this ſuch a ſlight Objefion. *'Tis the very Argu- 
ment by which we juſtitie our teparation from the Charch of 
Rome ; and truly ſay, that the Church of Rome bath by this 
made the Schiſm not Oxrs, but Hers. They have been told, 
that Mr. Chillingworth inſiſts on this in his Anſwer, þ. 16. and 
Mr: Hales (whom this Author quotes with great honour) 
ja his Treatiſe of Schiſm, p. $. and that Mr. Hales concludes 
wellz __ ONT _ 
© That to load Pwublick Forms with private Fancies upon 

© which mien differ, is a moſt ſaveraign way to perpetu- 

© 2ze Schiſm 20 the worlds end. | — 


. $o as; this is no new Argument, by the ſame Weapon by 
which our Brethren defend, their Separation from Rome, we 
defend aur Seceſſion in ſome Ordiaances from them 3 and the 
Caſe is the ſame, They judge the Romifſh Terms unlawful 3 
we judge theirsſo. It is not to be expected the Adverſaries 
ſhould alſo fo judge, * | \c | 3b 
Who they are who ſ{cparate from them, where: they can have 
Communion with them, I do not know, - Presbyterjans I believe , 
will not {cruple to hear able Minifiers among them, to preach 
Casthey have occaſion) nor potſthly ſometimes to hear them 
read Comm Prayer, but will bexeady to' go with them as tar 
as they can: *: But if this. Author .cxpeRs they ſhould Jeep 
3%. SY * JJ 
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fuch Communion with them as to live without all the other Ori” 
#ances of God in which they cannot communicate with them, 


he may as well expe from them'a Diſobedience to any other - 


piece of the. Law of God : ' which, T hope, will be difficult to ob- 


tain of them, in gratification to his humour, or affrightment. . 


at the Bug bear words of Schiſm and Separation 3 the ſound of 
which fignitics nothing more than the cohfidence of the Trum- 
perers.. | | 

After this, S#r, you will not expe& from me any Reply to 
the Anſwers he wittily makes to the two ObjeGtions which 
none but himſelf would have made, You ſte we have ſome- 
thing elſe to fay to avoid the Charge of Schiſm. 

When he hath anſwered the Papifts Clamour. againſt all 
Proteſtents, we will make uſeof his very Anſwers, to defend 
our ſelves againſt theſe idle Criminations. - | 

Nor( Sir) doT intend tobe fo idle as to ſpend any time up- 
on what he faith, Sef.2.Prop.2. What Presbyterian (I'wonder ) 
ever ſaid that the Scope of His Majefties Deolaration was to make 
our Meetings more lawful (if be means 'as to the Law” of God) 
than they were before ? ' or to approve themr as good ? Yet to prove 
the contrary, this Gentleman ſpends no leis than five Pages — 
Mattus fit Virtute ſua, If he means lawful as to the Laws of 
men, whether Meetings as to that be not made more lawful by 
it, is ptoper for their Enquiry, who are concerned to know 
the Tuberent Rights to the Crown of England, or the Priviledges 
annexed to it by the Statute 1 Eliz. 1.the Extent of His Maje- 

flies Supremacy in tbings Ectleftaſtical, and the meaning'of that 

Clauſe in the laſt" AT againſt Conventicles, : which reſerves all 

ſuch Powzr to His Majefty, not only as far 4s any of His Prede- 

= "rs did, but alſo 'as far as they mighs or ought to have exerci- 
00-29% >= £525 : 37 C 

If the Presbyterians had not thought Meetings not only law- 
ful, but nectſſary by the Law of God, 'they had certainly ne- 
ver expoſed themſelves, for the enjoyment of them, now for 
ten years, not only toall manner of Reviling and Reproach,that 
the Tongues or Pens of mencould.give them; but alſo to Ex- 
ditements, Writs de Excom. capiendo, Baniſhment, Impriſonment, -- 
Spoyling of their Goody, being driven ' from zheir Mg 3 
TY we- 
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Livelihoods, &c. And while they had ſuch apprehenſion of the 
thing, whether they were Legitimated by an AG of Parlia- 
ment, 'could come'into no efiquiry # whether they are by His - 
Majeſties Declaration made more lawful or no, they cannot de-. 
termine 3 they are ſure of this, they are by it made more 
peaceable, more free from pe offer of. os Malice of men, leſs 
penal to thoſe who judge thetdfelves-oblied in conſcience un- 

der fag Circumſtances to them. For all which, they ſee 


-reaſon, .Fixſt,:. To hop thai fore {o the Ged of Heaven, wha bavb 


put ſuch a thing intd the Kings Heart ; ahd then, unto their 


-Soveraign, 'in all Thankfulneſs and Allegiance, *whothath con- - 


{idered. che Sufferings and Oppretliqns of His poorand. diftre(-.- - 
' fd Subjects, andFgiven ther forte Relief.” 'O., HEENEN 
WIE 03907 eeo01:593% f9NT1L WO cMOMTTII IO YON 


\4V«. 


k i 
(a9) * 


LET 1M os Us 475 wy 2 MA v7 | wr” 
EI BEBE 200” 2202 RE 
he t Tr” [CH AP, tr 6 0:ix | 


Containing an Anſwer to what the Author bath 
. : - fromthe 19, Pag.' tothe end of his Book,, in 
'- which be undertakes to prove, That the In- 
. conveniences of ſuch Meetings, eſpecially 
. by the Presbyterians, are likely to.be very 
great and fad,and ſuch as may juſtly attright 
them from making the Experiment, 


Hen we have maintained the Neceſſity of ſuch diſtin 
- Congregations. it we our ſelves will be found obedient 
to the Command of God, requiring us to Preach and Baptize, 
tofulfil our Miniſtry, &c. And for our people , if they will ex- 
Joy all the Ordinances of God, in ſuch a manner as their Con- 
ſciences tell them God will be worſhipped in, if they in Worſhip 
will be accepted ; and that this zecefſity is not feigned by us,” but 
impoſed upon us, by thoſe who have for things which them+ 
ſelves judge but indifferent, and we apprehend, and are ready 
to prove to them to be #xlawfal, ſhut us out of their Comme- 
ion, unleſs we will have it with the perpetual rebuke of our 
Conſciences, for preſuraptuous finning againſt the Lord, The 
zon of Inconveniences muſt be impeftinent, which 
TRY check to Duty, whatever they may do to liberty 
yet let us ex abaydanti, attend to our Authors Polzticks, now 
we have done with his Divinity. 
His fixſt pretended 'Inconvenience reſpe&s the SeFaries: 


We ſhall all:w- alſo their Meetings , condemn our own former 
/ Principles, 


(/21-) 

Principles, proclaim to the World, That intereſt lay at the bot - 
tors of all -our former Diſputes #gainſt them, tor gathering Chur- . 
ches and Stperation; our new Congregtaions will Inok ike Tn- - 
dependent Apes 3 others. are Independents by choice., we ſhall 
make our ſelves ſo by neceſſity, and that neceſſity ſuch "as we. wil-- 
fully throw our ſelves into, agaiuſt all the light of Presbyterian; 
Conſcience, Prudence, Intereſt, ' a needleſ5, ſinful, ſcandalous, 
miſchievous Separation z uf we think to belp our ſelves by owning 
 Parochial Churches, . true Churches, ny of ube Independents do 
the ſame, this aggravates the guilt > why then do we ſeparate ? 
«ſpecially, when the reaſon for Separation 15 much abated, we may 
omit what we like not, and yet kgep our ſeats and fellowſhip with ] 
#hem- | | = 

To. all which, Sr, the Anſwer is. not difficult. _. 

I. It would be enquired, upon what. grounds we arc now .- 
ſo much in the Autbors favour, to be diſtinguiſhed from Sefa- . 
ries, who all along for theſe ten years, both in their Pulpits, 
and in- their Books, have been reprefented to the World, not. 
only as SeFaries, but as the worſt andvileſt of them, and accord- 
ingly have been treated z -was.not Mr, Calamy, Mr, .Rgxter, 
Dr. Ma#ton, and many others in their Gaols, as well as Inde-. 
pendents and Quakers ? yea, what Presbyterian of. any_ note, 
hath not been thus treated by them? and they were beholden . 
to His Majejty, and the uprightacls of our Fudges,. that they _ 
were there no longer... ® TETRIS 

2. Again; we take Arminians to be S:aries, and. thoſe” 
who deny Original ſin, and the Impntation of Chriſts - righteonſ-. 
eſr,\ and other great Points, dire&ly contrary to what hath 
been ever thought the Do@rine of the Church of England, to be 
allo notorious. Seftaries, and far more to be avoided, than thoſe 
who only ſcruple Tyfant Biptiſm,. or think the Government of the 
Church ta be in the People. It this Author could but ſhew us 
how we ſhould alfo avoid theſe, and keep qur Parochial Com> - 
- munion, he would fay ſomething, Of | 


3. How far we alloy Parocbial Societies 40 be true Churches, 
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Sir, Thave faid before 3 what ſeparation we ſhall make from 
theſe, more than the meeting of ſome people in a place in Broad- 
ſtreet, is a Separation from thoſe who meet in the publick. 
Church 1n Alballowes, * while both worſhip the ſame God, by 
the ſame a&s of worſhip; and though they may have ſome dit- 
erent rites, yet refuſe not occaſional Communion one with 
another, it concerns this Author next to tell us, | 


4. Beſides, Sir, doth it not ſeem ridiculous to you, that 
tnis Author ſhoald think the caſe the ſame, as when the Pres- 
byterians ſo mach blam:d their Congregational Brethren for their 
Separation > the people then either had, or might have had. a 
godly able Miniſter, and been by him received to a fellowſhi 
in all Ordinances, without any terms, which' they 'could 6 
muchas have pretended finful ; Tf their Miniſter had been ſog- 
tiſh in his Life, or corrupt in bis Doftrines, there was an open 
and quick way, by complaining, and proving it, to quit them» 
ſelves of him. 

Is this the caſe now, Sir ? 


© 5, Itis true, we are tnade Tudependents by neceſſity, yet not - 
Pedependents neither (which indeed was but a nick-narne given 
to others) whilſt we acknowledge, both' a dependency upon - 
Chriſt;-and upon all our Churches, being ready to hear them, 
and to be ſubje& untotheir judgrgents in the Lord but more 
like them in practice in ſome things, than*we would have 
been 3 we indeed may only Baptize and give che Sypper to thoſe 
of our own Congregations, but we'ſay we have authority fur- 
thet from God, when it ſhall pleaſe His MajzRy to give us 
leave to exerciſe ic in hiz Dominions; but that we have thrown 
our ſelves.into this necelhity againſt, Presbyterian {zghe, ene 
exe, prudence and intereſt, .is both a malitious and nonſenſical 
pI 59 I PEG? 2's Ste Bae bt 


'6. "That many of our Congregational "Brethren, do own ſome 

' Parechial Societies for true Churches, 1s truth, and I know no 

Prerbyterian does more,or can,it he applies the #otion of a Chureb 

untb'thern' / And it is #s' true, 'that” there are many of thoſe 
Bn Brethren, 


' > 


/ ks 
Brezhjen, men of as muth Learzing, Pity, and true Worth, as 
England hath any 3; ſo ag,we need not fear to call thoſe (whom. 
we beliqye Chriſt is-not aſhamed to call) Brethren,” or to joyn 
with thiem,. in what truth is commonly acknowledged betwixt 
us 3 but that we may not meet in a diftin&t Congregation from 
other Churches, which we own as true Churches, ts news as 
alſo, that we may not in ſome, Ordinances, withdraw our Com- 
munion from thoſe we . acknowledge zrue Churches. Have no: 
qur Brethren ſeparated from the Churchof Rome? Will they in 
all . Qrdmanceyhave Communion with them ? Yet many ot 
them do own'the Chwrch of Rome, Sir, ( you know ) as a true 
Church. Some of them tell us. ſhe differs from us 11 no fundamen - 
zals z : when they have .xeconciled themlelves to theſe Aﬀerti- 
ons of their own,;:they will bz able to fee what Anſwer we 
may give them alſo : Nor hath the Church of Rome been al- 
ſerted 2 true-Church (as they know) by fome inconftiderablz 
perſons, but by ſome of their moſ principal Fathers, whom I 
am not willing'to name, until I (ce they have.the confidence to 
deny it. It .they:may ſeparate from a Church which they yec 
ownw true, and'itmay-be their duty to do fo, then ſurely we 


5 % 


may do:{o' tos ;;:; +: 


7. But this Author tells us, the reaſon of our Separation us aba- 
ed, becauſe liberty is (by His Majeſties Declaration, 1 ſuppole 
he means)” allowed ns . #0 omit what we like not, aud yet keep our 
Seatt and. Flowſhip. This, will. bz wortti. our confideration, 
when he hath alſo ſhewed us, where God hath allowed us a li- 
berty to live all our life-time, without the Sacraments and o- 
ther: Ordinances - which he hath enjoyn'd us, and in_ which 
(while they ſtick to their preſent modes of Adminiſtration). 
we cannot joyn with them : They ſhould © contider that the 
Dedlarativi nequires of them exaT Conformity 3 and indeed it is 
but reaſonable, that thoke who mill conform, fhould be exa# in 
doing|of it, and while. they are fo, though we judge them nor, 
yet we cannot joyn with them. | 


Our Author's next Head of Inconvenience, is ſome of our Bre- 
thitus {culc: of Toleration 3. andthere he thinks he mites us hip 
J% - One Foy ee - 7; SG D - , - F 
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and thigh, telling us of the vehement zeal of onr Brethren aqainft 


#5 of our Brethrens Arguments agidft it :c1. From the Leagye- 


and Covenant ; from the miſchievous Conſequences of - it. He | tells 
us of the Warmth of Mr. Edwards, the Fears of the Loydon M;- 
xiſters, the particular Sentiments of Mr. Trap; he ſuggeſts the 
fear of _Popery \ be tells us, that Papifts are with difficulty ex: 2b 
reſtrained -and kept in compaſt by the ſevereſt 'Laws : 'He minds: 
us bow Fafiions and Diviſions anonyft eur ſelves bave betrayed ws 
20 the Romans, to Via vert ra He tells us, 
IF hat bath been may be; he would have us-tohabeed, This the: 
Pope come not in wpon the Puritans backz- he would have us re- 
member, our ſtrength lyes not in Namber, but Vion; he tells 
us, They are waiching, &c. and thus runs on withoutany thing 
more arguimentative, uato the'end of his Book, ' 11511 10 -. 


1. That Mr. Edwards was a'good mart” we believe; that he: 
was a warm man we. know 3 but: (as all* over-watm- men are) 
ſubje& to like pMhons with"athers, ORE marks 
fame difference betwixt Mr. Edwards an& his Brethren,- asbe- 
twixt Lather and Calvin he in his watinth ſpake.itt enough 
of thoſe, who yet would own him as *afi eminerſt ſervant; :of 
God, and only wiſh'd that he would have uſed his zeal more 
againſt his own paſſions, and the profeſſed enemies of the Go- 


!, which he uſed againſt ſome whorh we: believe theitrue: 


2 
Crvdore of the ſame God' he ſerved. 'Webelieve Mi Trap a 
good man, a learned and. a witty mais butieither ate-firort. 
into the.ſenſe of: Mr. Edwardr, 'or MP Trop. 044 1:51 2 Vrothus 
2. But what is it, that Mir. Edwards, Mr. "Trap; and the Lou- 
don. Minifters were ſo zealous againſt? Otir Author tells us, 
+ 22. Ageneral Taleraeton, Tt is a thouſand to one, but had he 
askt all the valuable Presbyterians, Tillependenrs ( and-it.may be 
Anabaptifts to) in England this day, they would haverdeclared 
their ſenſe againſt it too. Have they any where' pleaded: fora 
General Toleration ? To tell you'my mind freely, Sir, I do not- 
think the Magiſtrate can wit out guilt tolerate. TE 
oY ow FS (6035 109 Retr ff 
1. Any, 3# any open place under bis power, 40 'deny, or reprelfeh; 
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oY. > | 
of blaſphene the Goll whom be owneth. 1 bclieve the very light 
of Name dircas him the contrary. . Ex 4 
_ *2. Nordol think, That be can without guilt tolerate the pub+ 
lick Exerciſe of 1d»latry. The Scripture, I think, is fo wident 
ia this. Point, as no modeſt mancan deny it : .But is there no 
difference betwixt a Toleration of Blaſphemy and Idolatry, and 
a_.Tyleration of perſons differing, in fome ocher Sentiments in 
Religion? Hath His Majeſty ſo much as tolerated the Papifts 
any publick, Exeroiſe of their Religion, whom yet the Author 
of .the Weights aud Meaſures (as you know, Sr) will not al- 
low to be 1dolaters (whatever all. Protefiant Writers heretofore . 
have aſſerted ? ) and certainly he much le(s intends'to allow 


' perſons openly to Deny or to-Revile that God whom he ſerveth. 


3- For other Diſſexters : Are not.thoſe. who diſſent in' Do- 
arine, the higheſt-form of Dſſexzers,, and leaſt to be tolerated, 
eſpecially where they diſſenc, and publiſh their difſent'in the 
moſi momentous-matters of faith? - Have our Brethren no ſuch 
among(t them? By what Rule of God's Word is His: Majefty 
reſtrained from tolerating perſons; that cannot bear the: Common 
Prayer, take the Sacrament Kneeling.,wear the Surplice, have their 
children in Biptiſm ſigned with the Croſs 3. and the Church of 
England not reſtrained trom tolerating men publickly to preach 
againſt he Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, againlt -Eleft;vn of 


Grace, agaiufi Original Sin, tor:a power vi' man to' believe, tes 


" pent," do, aflions: ſpiritually good; and an hundred Propoſitions 


more of like import. They may itſeems tolerate any thing 3 
yea, and give Livings, Preferments, &c.:to the perſons fo tok+ 
rated, but His Majefty may not. - 


4. Have the Precbyterians any where ſaid, they wonld have 
none.tolerated that dil but the-breadth of a nail diſſent from them ? 


_ 1 hardly think any ſuch .rigid expreſſion + of theirs can be 


ſhewn if it can, I amure it is. not to be. juſtified by: any Pro- 
zeftant Principles, which (as I faid in the beginning) diſobliging 

ny fromthe brutiſh, blind obedienge of Papiſts, allows every 
perſon a liberty of proving all ings. that be may bold faſt that 
R 2 which 


_ dn di eo wan ond 


. \ 
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#&bichyis good, and oblige every man, cas be believer,” ſo-40 ſpeak, 
and ſo towalk,, whichalſo take away all pretences ob #xfalli> 
bility from any ſingle vw or colletive bodies, which being 
taken away, upon: what pretence atiy can. {mite his fellow fer- 
vant,,.for his diſſent from him in things of -Religion, I am yet 
to learn. It the Magiftrate-will not allow fach diſſenters, pub- 
lick Profits, Dignivies,or\Places(to which others can lay' claim) 
he may (for ought I know) with bis own do what he-pleaſetb.: 


5, For the League and Covenant, our Author knows how Pe- 
#al it 15 made ta.acknowledge any obligatory Vertwe in it 3 nor 
ever'did it -in any pretence oblige further than to an acting in 


_ mens Stations; wand how: it ſhould oblige the Presbyterians in 


this Pont againſt Sebiſm,: till our Author hath proved theſe 


- Mcetings Schiſmatical,waill lyc upon this Anthor, by his next,to * 


inform us .If the Prerbyterians are worthy to have that thrown 


. in+their teeth, yet ſurely irc ſhould be done by.othey hands than 


ſuch as haveſzbſcribed to a Declaration, 'That it was of it ſelf an 
«lawful Oath, and netthty beundthem nor any others, The Pres- 
byterians think, if they had never-known'rthe -Covenant, "they 


had beenobliged-incheir Places againſt Sthifſmr;: but that in | 


theſe Meetings theres anything the Scripturecalls ſo, they are 
yet ta be inſtructed. - ' 5 Ps 


Fa He -indeavours'to frightus-with a: Profped& of 'the Conſe- 


quences. of oun uſe of #bis Liberty Bur,” Sir; m\miatter of Duty, 
we are to leave iflnes\unto-God'z- we do'-noe.think or ſelves 
upon His Majeſties Indulgence, at liberty whether we will feed 
our Flocks ox-no, but under arindiſpenſatteduty*to do it, and 
muki therefore truſt God with conſequences. |'Befides, when we 
come to weigh conſequences, we muſt weigh on both fides» 


- 7, ToſuchaipaG.had onreager Churchmen brought it;that 
there was no medium between what our Author calls Toleration, 
(he.might if he plaaſed havecalled it Indwlpence) and a moſt 
dreadful and xnjuſtifiable perſeention. They had made the terms 


of their Communion ſuch,'as what the ſword of Fehu would 


yot.reatly,. the ſmord of 'Eliftez-fhowid; they 'would be flite to 
SE | -. ſhut 


_ 


__— 
- ſhutout all that were not whole-footed with themzwhat. nuns 
bers: were excluded, both of Miniſters and.atheys,. now will ' 
be ſeen... The queſtion is, Whether 3t would. have -heen more des ' 
ceptable to God, to have ſucha number of his faithful ſarvants 
baniſhed, impriſoned, ruined in their Eſtates, for no other cauſe 
than that in the W: orfhip of -as oy; durſt = do that which 
they judged finfu', and the mouths of ſo many-able painful Mini- 
Pho wad Or, to grant this Indulgenct,. which it hath pleaſed 
His Majeſty to. grant, which 1adeed may give ſome few men- 
advantage to vent fone Errors but none of an higher nature, - 
nor more falſe, - than are daily vented by thoſe under the Efte- 
bliÞment,without the leaſt controul. | 


8. As to the Authors Fear of Popery, I wiſh he and his 
Friends were in earneſt, We. havenow live#'ten years fance 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts were reſtored, and in which time we 
have ſeen enough Proteſtants Preſented, Tndifled, Exeommuni- 
cazed, Impriſoned, &c. tor not com-1g to. their Pariſh:Church, 
and the Penalties of the Szatuter (never delign'd againſt bur. 
Papifts}) executed upon | Proteſtants, to the utmoli degree of . 
Rigour,. and. that by this Aathors Friends and Party: (if he 
doth not-difguiſe himſclt.) Can any bring. tidings of cen Pa- : 
pits intheſe ten years that have been proſecuted byithoſe Penal 
Statutes, or by theſe Courts, the ſuſpenſion of which is now 
pretended to; create all theſe fears in theſe good .men? How 
often have we heard-ic from-thefe men-upen; whom: fuch a Fit 
of Zerlagainſt Popery is come, That the Papifts are the Kings 
beſt Subjefts : That what they dr it out: of Conſcience but whas 
the Puritans or Fanaticks do, is out of Fation > That they had 
yather be Papiſts than Fanaticks, &c. with a great deal more 
ſichſtuff, Have the Papifts any further liberty granted by. 
His Majeſty , than what the Complainants themſelves have all 
this while given them? only what they” enjoyed:all chis while 
by theſe mens favour, they now enjoy by His Majeſttes At of 
Grace, | 


9. Whatthen isthe buſineſs? Is the Author aſtaid the Se- 
_ Earies (ſhould, upon this Liberty, turn Popifts? FEAR, | 
63.2 ; 4 te. 


"(28) — : 
the; Presbyterians from this Jealouſie, p.'34-" My Brethren (he 
faith) I know you bate Popery in your beartsr. It fo, ſurely His 
Mijefty hath taken one eff<Eual courſe againſt it, by opening a 
thouſund mouths more againſt it, which were ſtopt, or at leaſt 
might ſpeak but to three or four at a time. And for men of 
other Paſwations, for one that hath paſſed from the Tents of 
the: N4-Conformiſts to Rome, I will undertake to produce 
him five, that 'have fpafſ-d from the Congregations of his 
Friends, Biſhop Goodman, Vane, Craſhaw, Normanton, &c, 
were no Sefaries or Non conformiſts in their times. Every 
Arminian is at leaſt five fteps nearer a Papift, than a Calvinif, 
of which fort *ctis well known moſt of the Nox-Conformiſts 
are. So thatif the Pope come in, there's no great fear of his 
coming upon the Perizazes back, who neither ;agrees with 
him in DoGrine, Worſhip or Diſcipline. bi 4.2 


10 Tacitus and others who have informed our Author, 
that our Diviſions betrayed us to the Romans,Vortigerne,and the 
Norman Conquerour, never told him, that theſe Diviſions 
were Diviſions in Religion, people _— together in diflint 
places, as not agreeing in all the Rites of Worſhip. Factions 
in the:Nobility have indeed often produced ſuch effe&s3 ' but- 
firely ſuch Differences in Religion may confiſt with Brotherly 
Aﬀettion enough, and will do ſo, aſſoon as men can but under- 
ftand they are not zxfallible, and that there's the ſame length 
backward and forward betwixt their- Brother and them. *Tis 
the humour of making all conform to my hutnour , which 
ſhews a necelhty of a Pope, that is an Tafallible Fudge; upon 
whoſe Determination I muſt be fooled to believe I may more 
lawfully burn my Brother, for not agreeing with me, than be may 
burn me for not agreeing with bim. | | 


1. 1 will ſhutup all, Sr, with one Reflection more. If Se- 
paration., that is, Meeting iz Separate Comgregations, or refu-. 
ng Communion with other Churches which I own to be true Chur- 
ehes,b: indeed ſuch 2 $in;what Opinion do you think the late Bi- 
Sec/Dr. Mar. [hop of Durbam, and Dr. Martin , and ſome 0- 
rip's Letters fhers hall of the Prozeftans Church in France, 
Prigred who 


, (29) | ; 
who during their Exile, refuſed all Communion with thoſe _ 
Churches, Or how did feme others in the late times do the 
like in England, and keep their Separate Congregations, and 
that with no ſmall defiance to the Parochial Churches in Lon- 
dn at that time. If they could fatisfie their Conſcience in. 
making uſe of the Liberty granted by Oliver, ſurely we may 
fatisfie ours in making uſe of what is indulged us by our 
Lawful $overaign. — 

I am affraid, Sir, I have tired you; if I have not, yetT 
am ſure I havetired my (elf. If this Author had favoured 
me with his Notion of A trxe particular Church ; and of Schiſm 
or Sinful Separation, he had caſed me of much trouble 3 bue 
os was not for his Intereft, I ſhall add no more, Sjr, but 
that Iam | 


Tours, 6c. 


